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ANNUAL  REPORT 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  year  1956  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar’s  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  was 
12,550  compared  with  12,530  in  the  previous  year.  The  live 
birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  rose 
slightly  from  10.1  to  10.3  and  the  actual  number  of  live  births 
was  129.  The  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales 
was  15.7.  The  total  number  of  stillbirths  rose  from  one  to 
four  giving  an  increased  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths  of  30.1. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  fell  from  191  to  163,  giving  a 
crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula¬ 
tion  of  13.0  as  against  15.2  in  the  previous  year.  The  com¬ 
parative  death  rate  fell  from  10.0  to  9.2.  The  death  rate  area 
comparability  factors  have  this  year  for  the  first  time  been 
adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any 
residential  institutions  in  the  area.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was,  in  fact,  11.7. 

Deaths  from  cancer  were  slightly  increased  in  both  male 
and  female  and  the  stomach  and  lung  were  the  primary  sites 
in  most  of  the  cases  in  the  male  and  the  breast  and  uterus  in 
the  female.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation, 
including  high  blood  pressure,  showed  a  slight  decline,  but  on 
the  whole  the  composition  was  much  the  same  and  indicated  a 
preponderance  over  all  other  causes.  This  is  in  keeping  with 
the  national  trend  and  the  increase  in  cardio  vascular  diseases 
over  the  last  ten  years.  Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bron¬ 
chitis  showed  a  slight  increase  in  the  male  and  a  decrease  in 
the  female.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  venereal 
diseases  or  poliomyelitis. 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles, 
from  20  to  101,  one  of  which  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 
There  were  no  deaths,  however.  Whooping  cough  fell  from 
17  to  11.  One  case  of  dysentery  was  admitted  to  hospital. 
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Difficulty  is  experienced  every  summer  in  hotels  and 
boarding  houses  when  youthful  visitors  contract  one  of  the 
infectious  diseases  of  childhood.  In  most  cases  it  is  better  for 
all  concerned  when  the  child  is  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  bedding  and  linen  should  also  be  sent  there  for 
disinfection  and  the  Public  Health  Department  will  gladly 
advise  the  hotel  or  boarding  house  proprietors  of  the  best 
methods  of  cleansing  and  disinfection. 

No  food  poisoning  or  para-typhoid  fever  cases  were 
notified,  but  last  summer,  as  with  every  other  in  preceding 
years,  there  were  small  numbers  of  people  who  suffered  sudden 
attacks  of  fairly  severe  vomiting,  accompanied  by  malaise  and 
a  rise  of  temperature,  and  in  some  of  these  small  outbreaks, 
which  seldom  lasted  more  than  a  few  days,  several  members 
of  a  party  or  family  were  affected.  It  is  always  difficult  to 
trace  the  cause  of  these  disorders  which  are  probably  caused 
by  one  of  the  large  group  of  viruses  which  has  still  to  be 
identified,  and  one  cannot  say  whether  the  disease  was  con¬ 
tracted  before  of  after  arrival  at  the  town.  It  is  seldom 
possible  to  incriminate  foodstuffs,  and  indeed,  the  standard 
of  food  hygiene  in  the  hotels  and  boarding  houses  is  high. 
Only  two  cases  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  notified  as 
against  nil  for  the  previous  year. 

During  1956,  as  with  previous  years,  letters  of  complaint 
have  been  received  from  householders  who  have  unfortunately 
had  their  houses  or  gardens  spoiled  with  sewage  during  or 
after  heavy  rain  storms.  The  cause  has  in  most  cases  been 
the  inadequacy  of  the  town’s  sewerage  system  to  cope  with 
flood  waters  and  with  the  large  increase  in  the  population 
which  occurs  every  summer.  There  are  plans  for  a  new  plant 
for  disposal  of  sewage  and  this  should  be  started  in  the  very 
near  future.  Sandown-Shanklin  will  thus  be  one  of  the  first 
local  authorities  to  grasp  this  problem  of  sewage  disposal, 
which  is  being  experienced  all  over  the  Country  in  many  other 
coastal  resorts,  and  put  to  rights  speedily  many  of  the  hazards 
which  have  arisen  from  inadequate  sewerage  systems  in  the 
past.  As  a  holiday  resort  of  some  standing  it  could  not  afford 
to  do  otherwise. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  old  people  were  in  such  need 
of  care  and  attention  that  they  had  to  be  removed  under  Sec¬ 
tion  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  It  is  always  regrettable 
when  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to  take  such  action,  as 
so  often  the  situation  has  arisen  through  the  selfishness  of 
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relatives  and  neighbours,  and  in  these  enlightened  times  it 
should  seldom  be  necessary  to  remove  an  old  person  under 
order  because  of  appalling  conditions  in  the  home.  The  aged 
still  remember  the  bad  old  days  of  the  workhouse  and  live  in 
fear  of  official  interference.  Much  can  be  done  to  allay  their 
anxiety  by  kindly  advice  from  those  who  live  near. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  way  the 
Public  Health  Committee  have  always  listened  to  my  advice 
and  suggestions  and  given  me  their  support.  I  should  also 
like  to  thank  Mr.  Tubb,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  for 
his  loyal  support  and  co-operation  at  all  times  and  for  the 
load  he  is  always  shouldering  on  behalf  of  the  Department, 
as  I  am  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Sandown-Shanklin  in  a 
part-time  capacity  only.  In  a  growing  holiday  resort  of  the 
calibre  of  Sandown-Shanklin  it  would  not  be  extravagant,  and 
would  be  indeed  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  town,  to  have  an 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector  appointed  again. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentleman, 

P.  MAXWELL  BROWNE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics 


(1)  GENERAL 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  3,509 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956) 

according  to  rate  book  ...  ...  ...  5,003 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £302,234 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £1,215 

Sandown  Shanklin 


Total  Hours  of  Sunshine  during  1956  1793.5  1914.0 


Sandown 

Shanklin 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Jan. 

82 

80 

July 

199 

217.3 

Feb. 

100.1 

102.2 

Aug. 

219.1 

237.6 

Mar. 

158.5 

170.3 

Sept. 

127.7 

137.9 

Apr. 

179 

194.4 

Oct. 

132.6 

134.7 

May 

278 

303.7 

Nov. 

102.8 

102.4 

June 

176.2 

198.1 

Dec. 

38.5 

35.4 

(2)  VITAL 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate)  ...  12J550 

Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  61  61  122 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  3  4  ...  7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  10  3 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1*20 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  12’ 3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  15*7 
No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  3  1  ...  4 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  —  ...  — 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ...  30*1 


Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  No.  of  deaths  ...  81  82 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

Comparative  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  stillbirths) 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  2  — 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  — 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  . . . 
Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  ... 

Death  Rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 


163 

13*0 

0*71 

9*2 

11*7 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

15*5 


16*4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Causes  of  Death 


Cause 

Maee 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Diptheria 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

(4) 

1 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

2 

(5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

(-) 

2 

(2) 

neoplasms  ... 

7 

(10) 

3 

(9) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Diabetes 

2 

(i) 

1 

(-) 

(21) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

(15) 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

18 

(20) 

6 

(15) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

2 

(2) 

9 

(1) 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

14 

(13) 

(3) 

14 

(19) 

(2) 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

2 

Influenza 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

(•r>) 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

(3) 

(3) 

o 

o 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

(2) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

(2) 

1 

(-) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

2 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  chilbirth,  abortion 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

(9) 

13 

(6) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

— 

(-) 

(i) 

(«) 

Suicide 

1 

(2) 

(i) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Aee  Causes  ... 

81 

(95) 

82 

(911) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1955  are  entered  in  brackets. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipleas 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

101 

1 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningoccocal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliolmyelitis  (Non- 

— 

Paralytic) 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post- 

— 

— 

— 

infectious) 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

2 

1 

— 

Total 


120 
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Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

(a) 

Total  number  of  outbreaks 

None 

(b) 

Number  of  eases 

None 

(c) 

Number  of  deaths 

None 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  Deaths 


< A 

Vi 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

CTJ 

+-> 

O 

H 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

03 

-t-> 

O 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  and  under 

l 

^  11  11 

5 

5  >  >  *  > 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  , ,  t  > 

20 

20  „ 

25 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  , , 

35 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  , , 

45 

45  , ,  , , 

55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  , ,  , , 

65 

1 

65  , , 

75 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  over 

1 

Total 

3 

5 

1 

1 

10* 

2| 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*This  total  includes  1  transfer  from  the  mainland. 
| Both  these  patients  died  from  other  causes. 


Non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  (Schools  return)  : 


Chicken  pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  42 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1956  ...  17 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Town  Hall, 

Shanklin,  I.W. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sandown- Shanklin  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  annual  report 
on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  and  the 
work  carried  out  during  1956. 

The  report  is  again  set  out  separately  by  courtesy  of  Dr. 
P.  Maxwell  Browne,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  during  the  year  has  centred  around 
the  slum  clearance  proposals  and  programme,  necessitating 
detailed  surveys  and  a  great  deal  of  administrative  work. 
As  much  progress  as  possible,  although  far  short  of  that  de¬ 
sirable,  has  been  made  regarding  the  implementation  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955. 

The  wish  to  achieve  compliance  by  adopting  schemes  of 
improvement  of  a  worthwhile  and  lasting  standard,  has,  in 
some  cases  been  deferred  and  more  temporary  measures  sub¬ 
stituted,  because  of  other  heavy  financial  commitments  on 
owners  and  occupiers  such  as  increased  rating  assessments, 
wage  awards  and  other  increased  costs. 

Nevertheless,  the  question  of  whether  such  piecemeal 
schemes  are  wise  economy  in  view  of  the  fact  that  rates  and  other 
costs  are  likely  to  rise  still  further,  is  not  easy  to  answer. 

The  past  year  has  been  the  first  full  year  of  service  of  my 
clerk  Miss  S.  Hoskins.  Her  initiative  and  reliability  in  taking 
over  much  of  the  time  consuming  administrative  work  has 
enabled  me  to  spend  more  time  on  technical  inspections. 
Despite  this,  additional  duties  have  offset  the  increase  in  work 
completed,  still  further  widening  the  gap  between  work  done 
and  work  which  should  be  done,  a  position  which  cannot 
continue  without  effect  on  the  services  rendered  to  the  public. 

1  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  me 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council,  of  the  help 
given  by  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  and  the  services 
rendered  by  my  clerk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  L.  G.  TUBE, 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

The  main  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  for  which 
the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  are  responsible  can  be  divided 
into  three  main  sections.  The  supplies  for  these  sections  of 
the  Urban  District  are  linked  and  interchangeable  to  some 
extent,  and  the  general  supply  position,  particularly  during 
the  season  when  maximum  demand  is  made,  improves  as 
further  alterations  and  improvements  are  made. 

Sandown 

The  River  Yar  and  Dyer’s  Springs  at  Newchurch 
are  the  main  sources  of  supply  for  this  area.  During  the 
year,  work  has  proceeded  on  the  completion  of  a  new 
intake  from  the  River  Yar,  which  it  is  hoped  to  put  into 
operation  before  the  summer  of  1957.  This  new  intake 
will  eventually  provide  for  an  increase  of  approximately 
half  a  million  gallons  per  day,  but  the  full  use  of  this  in¬ 
creased  supply  cannot  be  made  until  the  filter  capacity  at 
the  Sandown  Water  Works  is  correspondingly  increased. 
This  supply  provides  for  Sandown  and  Lake  and  at  times 
also  provides  for  part  of  Shanklin  and  other  areas  outside 
the  Urban  District. 

Shanklin 

Supplies  for  this  area  are  derived  from  the  catchment 
areas  of  Cowlease,  Great  Woods  and  Wroxall,  and  are 
supplemented  from  the  Chillerton  Wells.  During  the 
year  work  on  the  sinking  of  a  new  well,  and  the  complete 
electrification  at  the  Chillerton  Water  Works  has  proceed¬ 
ed  and  will  be  completed  during  1957. 

Luccombe  Village 

The  supply  of  this  area  is  obtained  from  the  St. 
Boniface  Down,  the  water  being  supplied  by  gravitation 
from  the  reservoirs  whose  capacity  has  recently  been  in¬ 
creased  and  to  which  water  is  pumped  by  hydraulic  ram. 

There  are  three  known  private  sources  supplying 
water  to  domestic  premises  within  the  Urban  District, 
where  no  supply  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  is 
available.  Two  premises  are  supplied  from  these  sources, 
in  the  third  instance,  an  isolated  farm  and  two  farm 
cottages  are  supplied  from  shallow  wells.  In  all  cases, 
except  one,  domestic  water  purification  plants  have  been 
installed. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  is  one  farm  where  the 
farmhouse  receives  a  supply  from  the  Water  Board  mains,  but 
the  dairy  and  farm  buildings  are  dependant  upon  an  adequate 
private  supply,  which  is  again  derived  from  St.  Boniface  Down. 

During  the  year  277  samples  of  water  have  been  taken,  a 
reduction  of  11  on  the  total  taken  during  the  previous  year, 
the  table  below  shows  the  type  of  source  from  which  samples 
were  taken  and  classifies  the  results  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  standards. 


Domestic  Water  Supply 


Untreated 

Classification  Sources 

Treated 

Private 

Sources 

Totals 

Highly  satisfactory 

24 

115 

10 

149 

Satisfactory 

4 

8 

1 

13 

Suspicious  ... 

8 

6 

1 

15 

Unsatisfactory 

39 

7 

4 

50 

Totals 

75 

136 

16 

227 

The  taking  of  these  samples  enables  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Water  Board  to  keep  a  close  check  upon  raw  supplies  prior  to 
treatment  and  supplies  after  treatment. 

There  is  only  one  swimming  pool  open  to  the  public 
within  the  Urban  District,  and  during  the  season  five  samples 
were  taken  of  which,  four  were  highly  satisfactory  and  one 
satisfactory.  Residual  chlorine  tests  were  made  at  the  swim¬ 
ming  pool  at  frequent  intervals  to  check  that  the  chlorine 
content  was  both  reasonable  and  adequate. 

One  sample  was  taken  of  seepage  water  to  ascertain  its 
nature  and  one  sample  was  taken  on  request  outside  the 
district  after  a  length  of  trunk  main  had  been  repaired, 
chlorinated  and  flushed  out. 

Bight  samples  of  water  from  the  Public  supply  were 
periodically  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  extracts  from  the 
analysts’  reports  are  given  below. 

Sandown.  “These  results  indicate  a  water  free  from  recent 
sewage  contamination. 

The  water  is  moderately  hard,  but  the  proportion  of 
iron  in  suspension  is  considerably  less  than  in  previous 
samples. 

In  my  opinion,  these  results  indicate  that  the  water 
is  chemically  satisfactory  for  drinking  and  domestic  pur¬ 
poses.” 
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Shankun.  ‘ 'These  results  indicate  a  water  of  high  organic 
purity. 

The  water  is  hard,  and  this  sample  is  free  from 
metallic  contamination. 

Constancy  of  composition  is  a  very  satisfactory 
feature  of  a  public  supply,  and  in  my  opinion,  this  water 
is  chemically  satisfactory  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes." 

Sewers  and  Drainage 

The  district  is  sewered  to  two  main  outfalls  to  the  sea. 
One  at  Shanklin  serves  that  area  and  one  at  Sandown  serves 
Lake  and  Sandown. 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  on  the  proposed 
new  sewage  scheme,  which  includes  new  sewers,  new  disposal 
works  and  a  new  extended  sea  outfall. 

Ministerial  consent  to  the  scheme,  and  authority  for  final 
drawings  and  specifications  to  be  prepared  by  the  Consultants 
for  tenders,  was  given. 

The  supervision  and  testing  of  drainage  work,  except  the 
drainage  of  new  buildings  for  which  the  vSurveyor  is  responsible 
have  necessitated  316  visits. 

Public  Cleansing 

Reclamation  of  marsh  land  is  progressing  by  the  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  of  all  refuse  collected  in  the  district. 

The  service,  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor, 
provides  a  weekly  collection  with  augmented  services  for  cer¬ 
tain  sections  of  the  district  during  the  summer  months. 

Being  a  holiday  resort  with  a  heavy  seasonal  influx  of 
visitors  the  increase  of  refuse  collected  during  the  summer 
months  again  strained  the  resources  of  the  service  to  the  limit. 
It  is  anticipated  that  by  next  year  an  additional  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  vehicle  will  have  been  obtained. 

No  complaints  concerning  the  tip  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Insect  Pest  Control 

During  the  year  22  premises  were  disinfested  where  the 
infestation  was  not  officially  classed  as  vermin. 

The  infestations  were: — 

Flies  .  9 

Cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  as  in  previous  years,  advice  was 
given  in  dealing  with  infestations  of  ants,  earwigs  and  silver- 
fish. 

The  existing  arrangement  whereby  wasps  nests  are 
dealt  with  by  a  private  contractor  and  not  by  the  Council  was 
continued. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons 

Sixteen  premises  were  disinfected  from  vermin  during  the 
year,  12  from  fleas  and  4  from  bed  bugs. 

In  three  cases  verminous  bedding  was  removed  and  de¬ 
stroyed  and  one  person  was  voluntarily  removed  to  hospital 
for  disinfestation. 

Rodent  Control 

Complaints  of  rodent  infestation  or  infestations  found  in 
the  course  of  other  inspections  and  miscellaneous  complaints 
such  as  bats,  moles  etc.  are  referred  to  the  County  Rodent 
Officer  for  attention. 

The  service  is  provided  by  a  County  Rodent  Officer  and 
Staff  working  under  the  control  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Joint 
Rodent  Destruction  Committee  which  is  an  ad  hoc  authority  of 
members  representing  all  the  Island  Local  Authorities. 

Camping  Sites 

Seven  applications  for  licences  to  use  land  as  a  site  for 
moveable  dwellings  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  were  made  and  licences  granted  in  all  cases. 

One  of  these  was  an  application  for  a  new  site,  the  remain¬ 
ing  six  being  renewals. 

Four  of  the  sites  are  situated  in  Sandown  and  cater  for 
caravans  only,  the  remaining  three  being  situated  in  Shanklin. 
Two  of  these  cater  mainly  for  caravans  but  also  for  tents,  the 
third  being  a  farm  where  tented  camps  are  permitted. 

The  total  acreage  licensed  is  43  acres  and  this  provides  for 
some  650  caravans  and  tents  to  be  stationed  on  the  sites. 
None  of  the  sites  are  residential  and  cater  only  for  occupation 
between  April  1st  and  October  31st  each  year. 

All  the  six  caravan  sites  have  permanent  sanitary  blocks, 
with  water  carriage  drainage,  washing  facilities,  showers,  baths 
etc.  are  also  provided.  In  five  cases  drainage  is  to  the  public 
sewer  and  in  the  remaining  case  a  modern  and  efficient  sewage 
disposal  plant  is  installed. 
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All  the  caravan  sites  have  camp  shops,  electricity  and 
main  water.  Other  amenities  e.g.  games  rooms,  electric 
laundries,  television  etc.  are  also  provided. 

Camping  site  proprietors  without  exception  have  set  and 
maintained  a  high  standard  in  the  amenities  provided  and  in 
the  management  of  their  sites  and  their  co-operation  has  been 
readily  forthcoming. 

Shops 

The  routine  inspection  of  shops  under  the  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  has  been  less  than  in  previous 
years  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work. 

Inspections  in  respect  of  Closing  Hours  and  Sunday 
Trading  have  continued,  the  Council  having  delegated  powers 
from  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  as  a  Shops  Act  Author¬ 
ity. 

Complaints 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
totalled  278  showing  an  increase  of  14%  over  the  number 
received  in  1955.  Broad  classification  is: — 

Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  09 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrange¬ 
ments  ...  ...  ...  62 

Rodent  Infestations  ...  ...  32 

Insect  Infestations  (all)  ...  38 

Smoke,  Grit  and  Fume  Emission  4 
Food  (Quality — Soundness)  ...  13 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  13 

Refuse  Collection  and  Storage  11 

Offensive  Odours,  Accummula- 

tions  and  Deposits  ...  31 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  278 


Talks 

In  addition  to  the  talks  given  on  food  hygiene  and  allied 
subjects  a  further  12  talks  were  given  during  the  year  to 
various  public  organisations  on  Housing,  Slum  Clearance  and 
other  Focal  Government  topics. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1955  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin  in  the 
County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

69 

26 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  Is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

79 

27 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

ture  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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Housing 

The  detailed  survey  of  all  properties  earmarked  as 
probably  being  unfit  in  the  preliminary  survey  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  under  review. 

Originally  68  properties  were  listed  for  possible  demolition 
or  clearance  within  5  years.  Of  these  68,  40  were  deleted  after 
detailed  survey.  In  the  case  of  8,  written  undertakings  were 
accepted  from  the  owners  pending  consideration  of  and  agree¬ 
ment  to  repair  and  conversion. 

In  32  other  cases  the  degree  of  unfitness  was  insufficient 
to  warrant  demolition.  12  other  premises  were  however  found 
to  warrant  demolition  bringing  the  figure  to  40  premises. 

The  proposals  are  to  deal  with  these  on  a  five  year  plan 
from  1st  September  1955.  Although  further  additions  and 
deletions  to  the  schedule  of  such  properties  have  already  been 
found  necessary,  a  programme  enabling  8  premises  per  year  to 
be  dealt  with  was  agreed  in  principle. 

Although  there  is  no  legal  obligation  on  the  Council  to 
offer  alternative  accommodation  to  displaced  persons,  in  the 
case  of  individual  houses  scheduled  for  demolition,  such  pro¬ 
vision  is  necessary  if  hardship  and  administrative  difficulties 
are  to  be  avoided. 

It  follows  therefore  that  the  progress  of  slum  clearance  is 
dependant  upon  the  ability  of  the  Council  to  provide  alterna¬ 
tive  accommodation.  Even  with  the  10%  subsidy  still 
available  for  units  of  housing  allocated  to  displaced  persons, 
present  day  building  costs,  produce  a  rent,  which  in  most 
cases,  far  exceeds  that  which  the  displaced  persons  previously 
paid.  During  the  year  8  demolition  orders  were  made,  4 
premises  were  demolished  and  the  remaining  four  were  vacated 
and  demolition  is  shortly  to  take  place. 

The  number  of  units  of  accommodation  let  by  private 
landlords  diminished  still  further  as  the  policy  of  selling  as 
soon  as  possession  was  obtained,  continued. 

As  purchasers  in  many  cases  are  new  residents,  and  not 
persons  who  have  made  application  for  Council  houses,  the 
demand  for  unfurnished  rented  accommodation  remains  a 
pressing  problem. 

Food  Hygiene  and  Premises 

The  progress  made  in  the  inspection  and  improvement  of 
food  premises  has  been  less  than  anticipated,  owing  to  in¬ 
terruptions  in  this  work  resulting  from  time  necessarily  spent 
on  other  works  of  priority. 
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An  attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  with  food  shops  and 
other  food  premises  open  all  the  year  round  before  dealing 
with  premises  open  for  the  season  only. 

Where,  on  inspection,  contraventions  of  the  regulations 
have  been  found,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  point  these  out  by 
letter  enclosing  a  suggested  schedule  of  works  necessary  to 
effect  compliance.  The  response  to  this  approach  has  been 
generally  satisfactory  and  although  compliance  has  not  been 
effected  very  speedily  in  some  cases,  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  consider  proceedings  which  is  the  only  enforcement  action 
possible. 

During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases 
where  complaints  were  made  of  extraneous  matter  in  a  loaf 
and  meat  pie. 

The  prosecutions  were  both  successful,  resulting  in  fines 
of  /TO  and  costs,  in  both  cases.  Both  incidents  occurred  as 
the  result  of  negligence  by  individual  employees,  employed 
in  premises  where  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 

The  necessity  for  such  action  again,  shows  that  premises, 
which  themselves  are  highly  satisfactory,  are  not  sufficient  to 
ensure  hygienic  standards  unless  the  employees  are  con¬ 
scientious  and  careful,  or  a  high  degree  of  supervision  is  con¬ 
stantly  maintained. 

Once  again  the  19  talks  given  on  food  hygiene  and  allied 
subjects  have  been  attended  mainly  by  employers  and  organ¬ 
isations  which  have  included  only  a  few  employees.  It  follows 
that  education  of  such  personnel  can  only  be  effected  by 
frequent  visits  to  their  places  of  employment.  This  is  time 
consuming  and  its  effect  impaired  by  the  fact  that  it  must  be 
attempted  without  causing  inconvenience  in  the  running  of 
the  business.  Only  the  main  business  of  premises  is  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  following  classification  of  Food  Premises. 

There  are  numerous  instances  where  overlapping  occurs, 
chiefly  in  ‘general’  food  shops. 


Classification  of  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Fishmongers  &  Poulterers 
Butchers 

Dairies  &  Milkshops... 

Greengrocers  &  Fruiterers 
Grocers 

Restaurants  &  Cafes 

Kiosks  &  Snack  Bars 

Licensed  Premises  (full  licences)  ... 

Bakers  &  Confectioners 

Fried  Fish  Shops 


153 

6 

16 

13 

19 

43 

85 

32 

32 

11 


o 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  Section  16 

The  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Sec¬ 
tion  are: — 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages 

and/or  Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  18 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale 

of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Total  1 7 1 

During  the  year  128  visits  were  made  to  the  above  reg¬ 
istered  premises. 

Milk  Supply 

In  the  district  there  are  5  dairies  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949.  In  addition  there  are  8 
premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  in  bottles  as  received,  four  of 
these  being  shops  on  caravan  sites. 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  although 
the  majority  of  milk  sold  is  pasteurised. 

T.T.  raw  milk  and  pasteurised  bulk  milk  (sold  as  raw)  is 
bottled  at  one  premises  in  the  area.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
whole  of  the  Island  will  shortly  be  designated  a  specified  area, 
and  when  this  takes  effect  the  bottling  and  sale  of  milk  as  raw, 
will  not  be  permissible. 

Some  dairy  farms  in  the  district  supply  a  small  number  of 
consumers  direct. 

During  the  year  137  samples  were  taken,  an  increase  of  26, 
on  last  year.  There  were  no  failures  of  the  Phosphatase  test 
and  the  number  failing  the  Methylene  Blue  test  was  13,  over 
50%  less  than  in  1955. 

The  results  of  samples  taken,  including  school  milks 
are  given  below: — 


Designation 
of  Milk 

No. 

Taken 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

P. 

F. 

P. 

F. 

Pasteurised 

37 

37 

— 

37 

— 

37 

— 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

13 

13 

— 

13 

— 

13 

— 

T.T.  (raw) 

60 

— 

— 

50 

10 

50 

10 

Raw  (ungraded) 

17 

— 

— 

14 

3 

14 

3 

Sterilised... 

10 

10 

— 

10 

— 

10 

— 

Totals  ... 

137 

60 

— 

124 

13 

124 

13 
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Ice  Cream 


Four  producers  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream.  Of  these  only  one  produces  for  general  wholesale 
distribution  throughout  the  district.  Two  others  produce 
only  for  retail  sale  and  consumption  from  their  own  premises 
and  one  has  discontinued  manufacture. 

Eight  new  registrations  were  granted  and  with  deletions, 
change  of  business,  etc.  the  registrations  total  153  of  which  129 
can  be  considered  “active”  registrations. 

Although  the  popularity  of  ice  cream  has  greatly  increased 
during  the  last  decade  it  would  appear  that  a  point  has  now 
been  reached  where  the  number  of  new  registrations  each  year 
results  in  roughly  a  corresponding  number  of  premises  dis¬ 
continuing  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Position  and  weather  are  two  factors  which  largely  affect 
sales,  but  the  potential  demand  is  now  catered  for  by  so  many 
premises  that  there  are  an  increasing  number  who  find  it  hard¬ 
ly  worth  their  while  to  continue  selling  this  commodity. 

The  supply  of  ice  cream  available  in  the  district  is  derived 
from  four  sources  with  the  exception  of  the  two  producers 
who  produce  only  for  their  own  retail  supply. 

The  arrangements  for  sampling  put  into  effect  last  year 
avoid  unnecessary  duplication  on  the  Island  have  continued 
to  give  adequate  coverage  and  have  found  to  work  satisfactor¬ 
ily. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  are  tabultated  below. 

During  the  year  28  samples  were  taken  and  the  results 
classified: — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 
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5 


5 


28 


The  five  Grade  IV  samples  were  all  due  to  the  ‘human 
element’  of  unskilled  seasonal  employees  failing  to  carry  out 
normal  hygienic  methods  of  handling  and  were  speedily 
corrected. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seven  ice  lollies  were  sampled. 
In  six  cases  the  results  were  highly  satisfactory  and  doubtful 
in  the  remaining  case. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  seven  bakehouses  operating  in  the  district,  a 
decrease  of  one  since  last  year.  There  are  no  underground 
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bakehouses  and  only  one,  which  is  scheduled  for  re-building 
and  enlargement,  is  considered  unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 
age  and  size. 

The  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have 
been  fully  met  in  all  cases  except  the  one  mentioned  above 
and  should  assist  in  maintaining  reasonable  conditions  during 
the  season  when  the  increases  of  demand  and  production  place 
a  heavy  burden  on  even  augmented  staffs. 

Licensed  Premises 

During  the  year  two  new  full  licences  were  granted  to 
premises  in  the  district. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work,  full  detailed  re-inspec¬ 
tion  was  not  possible  in  respect  of  all  premises  but  further 
improvements  regarding  dispense  and  washing  up  facilities  and 
adequacy  of  sanitary  accommodation  were  effected  in  six 
premises. 

The  general  satisfactory  standard  in  those  premises  re¬ 
inspected  was  found  to  have  been  well  maintained  by  the 
licensees. 

Foodstuffs  Condemned 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  are  given  below: — - 


Meat — Imported 

lbs. 

183 

Meat — Home  Killed 

43 

Offal — Imported 

22 

Tinned  Meat  (except  Hams)  ... 

625 

Tinned  Hams 

478 

Tinned  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Soups  etc. 

1,513 

Tinned  Milk 

55 

Tinned  Fish 

29 

Cheese  ... 

4 

Imported  Chicken 

82 

Imported  Rabbits 

30 

Sausages 

33 

Fresh  Fish 

84 

Shell  Fish 

36 

Preserves,  Sauces  etc.  ... 

214 

Dried  Fruits 

53 

Cereals 

33 

Cooking  Fats  ... 

336 

3,853  lbs. 


Vinegar 


4  pts. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  a  total  of  4,156  lbs.  of  meat  pies 
and  sausages  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  sale  by  the  manufac¬ 
turers  were  collected  and  arrangements  made  for  disposal. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  special  visits  were  made  for 
food  examination  of  which  77  were  between  May — September 
inclusive. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply 

Drainage 

Camping  Sites 

Factories 

Workplaces 

Bakehouses 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Eicensed  Premises  ... 

Piggeries  &  Small  Holdings 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  Disposal 

Rodent  Control 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Schools 

Shops 

Insect  Pest  Control  (Inspections) 

Insect  Pest  Control  (Disinfestations) 
Swimming  Baths 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Interviews  with  owners,  builders,  etc.  on  site 


Visits 

242 

316 

22 

27 

2 

26 

2 

3 

11 

7 

24 

7 

9 

3 

97 

36 

22 

2 

71 

86 


(b)  Housing 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Premises  re-inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Premises  re-inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Filthy  or  verminous  premises  inspected  ... 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  disinfested 

Council  Properties 

Housing  Application  enquiries 

(c)  Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  food 
poisoning  ... 

Visits  re  disinfection 

(d)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Food  Premises 
Butchers 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Grocers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 


64 

118 

59 

17 

16 

16 

70 

24 


24 

2 


237 

40 

13 

19 

86 

6 
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Ice  Cream  Premises 

39 

Milk  Sampling  Visits 

136 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  Visits 

39 

Miscellaneous  Sampling  Visits 

16 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

(including  disposal  of  condemned  food) 

224 

Laboratory  Visits 

67 

Additional 

Petroleum  Visits 

55 

Heating  Appliance  (Regulations  1953) 

7 

Shops  Act  (Closing  Hours) 

93 

Pet  Animals  Act 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

...  2,487 

Notices 


Act 

Infoi 

'mal 

Formal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Acts  ... 

88 

83 

2 

2 

Housing  Acts 

2 

— 

— • 

— 

Food  &  Drugs  Acts  and  Regula¬ 
tions 

78 

42 

_ 

2 

Factories  Acts 

1 

1 

— 

— 

S.S.U.D.C.  Act  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts 

5 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

175 

131 

2 

4 

